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Four earthquakes in ancient ages recorded in the old documents of
Komatsudera temple in Katano city, Osaka prefecture

TSUIJI Yoshinobu

Fukada Geological Institute
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Abstract: Four earthquakes in the ancient ages of A.D. 734, 985, 1097, and 1099 are recorded in an old
document called “Komatsudera-Engi (Chronological Records of Komatsudera Temple)”. Komatsudera
temple was situated on a slope near a ridge line of the hill at the north end of the Ikoma mountain chain,
Katano city, Osaka prefecture. This temple was founded in A.D. 712, and main buildings were destroyed by
those earthquakes. It was dilapidated and disappeared in the early years of the 18th century. The Ikoma
active fault runs about 3 kilometers west of this temple, and its branch fault called Katano fault runs about
one kilometer north of the site of this ruined temple. It is suggested that some earthquakes out of those four
earthquakes occurred due to the actions of Ikoma and Katano fault(s).

Keywords: historical earthquakes, The Chronicle of Komatsuji Temple, The 1096 Eicho Tokai Earthquake,
The 1099 Kowa Nankai Earthquake, Ikoma fault, Katano fault
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