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Case study on the relationship between water environment and social life
on the Musashino Terrace
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Fukada Geological Institute
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Abstract: The paper discusses the relationship between spring water and surface water on the Musashino
Terrace and the paleolithic ruins and historical villages that are present in the area. During the transition
from the glacial period to the interglacial period, the bed of the Tama River was degraded, causing the water
environment of the Musashino Terrace to change and the position of the Jomon period ruins to shift from its
position in the paleolithic age. Constructed in the Nara Period, the Musashi Kokubunji Temple was built so
as to have access to a spring in the terrace cliff. On the Musashino Terrace, villages developed around
smaller water sources called shimappo. The actual condition of social life in such villages is related to the
topographic conditions.
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