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Legends of Quick Action Heroes who rescued many peoples at the times of
Occurrences of large Earthquakes, Tsunamis, or Volcanic Eruptions
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Abstract: In old documents mentioning the historical earthquakes, tsunamis, and volcanic eruptions on the
Japanese islands, we sometimes found out legends of quick action heroes who rescued many peoples at the
times of occurrences of large earthquakes, tsunamis, or volcanic eruptions. They had not a manual book of
disaster prevention, and sometimes they even had no knowledges on that kind of the natural hazard which
he encountered. For example, in the time of the Ansei Edo Earthquake of midnight of November,11 1855,
whose total number of the casualties in Edo (Tokyo) City zone, was estimated at more than ten thousands, a
19 year officer in Minamimachi-Bugyo Sho (the South City Bureau) called Sakuma Osahiro with younger
assistants prepared rice balls and distributed them to suffering citizens by the morning of the next day. He
also constructed five temporary rescue halls each of which has the floor area of 3,300 square meters up to
the evening of three days after the occurrence of the earthquake. In he present pater such quick action
heroes for nine cases are discussed.

Keywords: quick action heroes in historical naturaldisasters, The Ansei Edo earthquake of November 117,
1855, The Ansei Tokai earthquake-tsunami of December 23" 1854, The Ansei Nankai earthquake-tsunami
of December 24™, 1854, The tsunami of the 1856 Kita Sanriku earthquake, The 1707 Hoei volcanic eruption
of Mt. Fuji, The 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, sustainability of safety in natural hazards
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