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Characteristics of the 1923 Great Kanto Earthquake
judging from distributions of house collapse and the dead person

TSUIJI Yoshinobu

Fukada Geological Institute
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Abstract: The numbers of the house collapse and the dead person according to the municipalities caused by
the 1923 Kanto earthquake in "Taisho Shinsai Shi (The report of the Great Kanto Earthquake, edited by the
Department of the Interior Social Welfare Bureau 1926) were collected and made distribution maps of
them. The areas where the number of the house collapse was big in (1) the area just above the fault plane;
plain areas in Kanagawa prefecture and on the top of the Boso peninsula, in (2) Kofu and Fuji Goko basins
which had been parts of lake areas in geologically ancient years, and (3) in Southeast Saitama prefecture
which had been was flooding plains of the Former Tone River before the beginning of 17the century.
There were many death tolls in (1) and (3), too, but there were few death tolls in (2). On the contrary, the
place where there were many death tolls although there was little number of the house collapse existed in the
natural levee plains of the former Tone and Arakawa rivers in the area of the north part of Saitama
Prefecture. In such area as the area (2), houses were collapsed by long period vibration so, the residents took
enough time to refuge measures. On the contrary, it is thought that the house collapsed instantly at the place
where there were many death tolls.

Keywords: the 1923 Great Kanto earthquake, the number of the house collapse, the death toll, earthquake

disaster damage concentration in the former wetlands ground, natural levee
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