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On the possibility of the occurrence of Tsunami in the Wakasa Bay at nearly 400 years ago

SETOGUCHI Takeshi
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Abstract:  Soon after the Earthquake Disaster in the East Japan in 2011, the Asahi Shimbun reported the
presence of the old documents that a tsunami following the Tansho Earthquake in 1586 hit the Wakasa Bay
in Western Japan and the surrounding areas were suffered heavy damage. According to the article, the
sentence that the beach along the Wakasa Bay in Tango District suffered by a tsunami is documented in
"The Diary of Sir Kanemi". According to the instructions from the Nuclear Safety Commission, Kansai
Electric Power Co. Inc. and other two electric power companies conducted researches to get sediment cores
by boring in the Wakasa Bay to clarify the presence or absence of seawater intrusion into the bay caused by
the historically documented tsunami. Sediment cores from the Kugushi and Suga Lakes in the Mikata Five
Lakes reveal the absence of such seawater intrusion into these lakes. Geologically speaking, these
researches gave reliable evidences to deny the presence of supposed occurrence of "Wakasa Bay Tsunami
following the Tensho Earthquake in 1586". After reexamination of "The Diary of Sir Kanemi", the words
"the surging waves" were documented but the word "tsunami" was not used. When the Institue of
Historiography of the University of Tokyo edited "The Historical Documents of Japan", "The Diary of Sir
Kanemi" was also involved in it and a historiographer commented annotation as "the beach along the
Wakasa Bay in Tango District suffered by a tsunami". Asahi Shimbun reported the presence of the

sentence regarding the tsunami in the Wakasa Bay as if the sentence was appeared in "The Diary of Sir
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Kanemi".

the word "tsunami" was not appeared either.

In "The History of Japan" published by Luis Flois, the words "high waves" were expressed but
At the same time as the Tensho Earthquake occurred in 1586,

heavy waves might have been generated by strong seasonal winds of winter time along the Japan Sea.

Without clear discrinimation between tsunami and flood tide or high wave, a historiographer might have

expressed the word "tsunami" for flood tide or high wave.

An ambiguous usage of "tsunami" is regarded

as the prime factor to introduce the confusion about the Wakasa Bay Tsunami.

Keywords: Tensho Earthquake, Wakasa Bay Tsunami, Diary of Sir Kanemi, Mikata Five Lakes, Tsunami
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